
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PHYSIO’S TABLE 

Spear’s aching back, Imran’s dodgy 

knee, Phil’s shoulder and Mike’s groin 

shot to pieces, Dave’s yips and 

Veggie’s finger. There is the making of 

an interesting Frankenstein’s monster. 

MACHU PICHU CHALLENGE 
Take a snap of your cap in unusual or interesting 
places. No prizes. The cap moves to Sydney 2003 
Ashes. 
#Get a cap! 

-o- 

Into 2021, What can we expect? 

Looks like 2020 was a season to 

remember for all the wrong reasons 

and yet so much went right. A 9-match 

league sprint saw the 1XI revitalised 

with an injection of Yasir contacts and 

brought some pride back to the club. 

Also, a brill iant effort by colts maestro 

Veggie brought on some young talent 

enabling us to add a 2XI for the last 3 

Sundays of the season. Our senior 

membership ballooned to 42 from 31 in 

2019.  

Sadly we lost Gordon, Earnie and 

Dave Hammond this year. I wish news 

had been better and contributions had 

not been as scarce as Waitrose 

delivery slots. People say they find this 

interesting, but I still lack contributions. 

There must be some imaginative 

people in the club looking for a voice. 

Let’s hope 2021 is better, we 

communicate more and we enjoy a 

long hot summer, no talk of virus and 

rain only at night.  

  
 mikeridge2906@gmail.com.uk  

Go on, give me some contributions! ☺ 
 
 
 
 

THE HURLEY TRUMPETER 

Happy days 2003. Pictured here with 

Angus Jackett in the Sydney Pavilion, 

Dave’s eldest, useful cricketer until 

the lure of the surf took over. 
 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

Newsletter  January  2021 

I ssue 18  

 

 

 

 

Hur leycc.co.uk     

Greetings 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Greetings 1 

Dates for your Diary 1 

Machu Pichu challenge 1 

2020 –  2 

Sadly we lost…. 2 

Something from Val 3 

Around the Ground 4 

Easyfundraising  5 

Serious cricket 5 

Something from the Archive 6 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mikeridge2906@gmail.com.uk


OBITUARY - DAVE HAMMOND 

Not many of you will remember Dave who 

we also lost this year. A frequent flyer on 

Concorde and a key member of the first Isle 

of Wight tour. He had one of the first 

jaguar XJS and broke the key in the 

ignition outside the pub. We had to coral it 

with our cars. A generous and amusing 

soul. 

OBITUARY ERNIE – The sad news arrived that 

Umpire Ernie died in May. He is fondly 

remembered as a great umpire and supporter of 

Hurley. Although he came to the club only a few 

years ago, and had not been well last season, he 

became a great favourite, often travelling to games 

with Mike Walton. I think everyone admired him 

for his stoicism and fairness. He also scored for 

the Berkshire Seniors who will also miss his 

support. The game needs all the support it can get 

from the likes of Ernie.  

 

There is a virus pandemic but also a pandemic of 

mental health we are told. The Whatsapp group 

keeps us all informed and in touch. A few of the 

‘jokes’ and comments are occasionally funny. It 

is also an excellent space to have a pop at cheating 

Australians. 

 

Unfortunately, depending on your view, 

committee meetings, AGM, club supper and 

players meeting have all had to be cancelled. We 

need to set membership fees and appoint a new 

committee. Let’s hope we can do this before long. 

DW as always is first with his subscription. 

2020 – LOCKDOWN LOWDOWN 
 

OBITUARY - GORDON FORD 

Terrible news that we lost Gordon in 

December, truly one of the club ‘Greats’ and 

gentlemen. 381 appearances 1969-93. Despite 

moving away a few years ago, he was still 

deeply interested in the welfare of the club 

and on our walks round the boundary he was 

ever enquiring how we were doing and 

improving. One of the best skippers ever with 

an encouraging pat on the bum. I shall miss 

our catch-up calls. This horrid disease 

prevented club representation at his funeral, 

but some lovely tributes on the Just Giving 

page. Farewell friend. 

 
 

 

My last ‘Trumpeter’ seems ages ago and 

cricket a far-off land and short season. I’d like 

to thank those who contributed a donation to 

help us keep going, especially the past members 

who dug deep as well as EWCB and RBWM for 

the grants. 

 

Some changes were required to be covid-

compliant, no changing rooms or queuing at 

the bar which sadly is not really a problem any 

more. Teams sit apart outside, so no change 

there, and every 8 overs a break to ‘sanitise’. 

This however seems more an opportunity to 

check phones and have a drink or smoke. 

 

Berkshire seems locked in tier 4 so we can’t 

even meet outside, spookily, 6 was about the 

number we had at most matches at 1 o’clock. 
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WHAT I LOVE ABOUT HURLEY CRICKET 
 

 
Someone write here, please. 

 

Something from Val in Lockdown 

I go down with Jeff every few days.  I've managed to clear the brambles which were 

running along Elizabeth (the neighbour’s)fence and that looks much better and today I 

managed to complete the emptying of the 3 year old compost heap, so now Jeff can 

use the space when he mows the square etc, and last year's heap in tidily covered to 

continue to rot down.  I also tidied up the heap that will be emptied next spring, so 

compost corner now looks as good as it is going to for a while and awaits a bonfire at the 

appropriate time.  The mound is now a wildlife reserve as the nettles and rabbits have 

taken over completely but I don't have the energy or interest in dealing with that at the 

moment. 

 

Instead my next task will be to tidy up the corner where the barbecue is and the pumping 

station so the grass there can be mown again.  Burfitt's fence between the cricket ground 

and his field is in quite bad repair in places so Jeff has placed a couple of the cover 

frames up by the tennis court to prevent the cows leaning over and trying to munch the 

grass in the cricket field.  The electric fence Burfitt has is not in use at the moment. 

 

I am at home nearly all the time except when I'm not at Hurley as Jeff does nearly all the 

shopping so my garden is coming on well this year, and I must admit I am not missing the 

company of others.  I do however miss seeing mum who is still in her care home.  They sent 

me an email with some photos of her a few days ago. The relatives cannot visit and we 

can't make use of zoom or other technology or even phones for a chat as mum just 

doesn't understand these days but it was lovely to see her eating her lunch and sitting with 

her friend Pauline in their own little worlds!  

 

NOTE 

Tremendous effort from the club in November to clear the leaves off the outfield, round 

the club and inside the chicken wire fence. 

 

 



 

Around the Ground 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Back: Ian Hopes, Ian Dawkins, Phil Ridgeway, Paul Cave, Andy Swainbank, Dave Atkins, Richard 
Woodage. 
Front: Neil Dawkins, Andy Dobson, John Furneaux, Sid Forrest, Dave Forrest, Jeremy Lee, Mick 
Ridgeway 

Yorkshire Tour 1995 – F’in freezing 
 

Whilst it is great to see so much chatter on 
the Hurley Whatsapp group, do we really 
need smiley face or thumbs up emojis? I know 
I embrace the curmudgeon in me, but what 
does it add but clutter to the phone? 3,000 
years developing language and it’s come to 
this. We have returned to cave paintings and 
hieroglyphics.  

 
 
I’d also like to thank the Chinese bat (well it 
is cricket) that started the pandemic that 
resulted in a large grant from RBWM and took 
us into a financial surplus this year. 
 
There was a bizarre love-in at Theale late 
season fuelled by a box of doughnuts and a 
sunny afternoon under Mo’s leadership. 
Whatsapp was awash with protestations of an 
enjoyable day. A perfect antidote to league 
cricket and the constant barrage of 
comments every ball from the opposition. 

Cricket is changing. Tea is for the over 50’s 
and now the league are considering 
abolishing the tradition in place of a 20 
minute catch up on your social media. 
Another awful assault on our game in the 
name of progress. Sorry DW. Covid rules 
also that teams sit apart outside which does 
little to promote a social aspect to our 
game, sometimes much needed in League 
cricket. 
 
Plans are afoot to trim the magnificent 
Plane and Ash trees. They are getting 
dangerous but because of the Plane’s status 
we need planning permission. The Burfitts 
are also interested in our plans and are 
considering the proposition.  
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SERIOUS CRICKET 
Why not get kitted out for the 2021 season in club 
logo? SERIOUS CRICKET has lots of club wear. It does 
make a statement to the opposition fielding a team 
in club colours. The club receives income from all 

purchases.  So far we have raised £170 .  
TAKE YOUR CAP ON HOLIDAY AND WHATSAPP A PICTURE. 

 
https://seriouscricket.co.uk/teamwear/stores/hurley -
cricket-club  

  
  

CLUB BAR 

A plea to the membership. The bar is a 

major source of revenue for the club 

helping us keep the cost of cricket more 

manageable. But 2019 saw revenue  

down 36% and surplus down by £820. 

 

Please stay for a drink after the match, it 

doesn’t have to be alcoholic and it 

does add to club spirit. Also it helps if 

you don’t bring your own drink!   
 

 

Contributors this issue: 
Prof – for the benefit photos 
 

EASYFUNDRAISING. It’s so easy to sign up to Easyfundraising, a %age of your 

purchase goes to Hurley CC. sign up at  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

So far we have raised £1,773 NOW with 61 supporters (I finally got Mal and 

Phil signed up so it has increased by 2). Please, PLEASE sign up, it’s easy or refer 

a friend for an extra £5 and it is FREE money. MW leads the donors with £462, 
followed by Colin Ainger and then Lardy. 

I generated £15.95 for the club by buying a Sonos soundbar on Black Friday and 
moved up to 5th on the donors list with £87.37 

 
 Participating retailers include JOHN LEWIS, SKY, EBAY and M&S. Anybody looking 
for a savings account will also get a donation from Aldermore Bank. If you can get a slot with 
Waitrose that’s a donation of 50p per delivery. There are many surprising sites that donate 
once you register, such as Nespresso. 
 
 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR HURLEY CC 

PAST vs PRESENT 

 
 
Bacon sarnies at 10.30 and Clem’s 
‘sunroof’. 
 
Another great event orchestrated by 
Jonny. We welcomed back Clem for the 
first time in ages though Covid curtailed 
the usual sumptuous spread, no lemon 
meringue pie from Marnie. DW did his 
best to improvise, JF grilled the bacon. We 
were blessed with good weather and the 
13-man Present reaped revenge.  

https://seriouscricket.co.uk/teamwear/stores/hurley-cricket-club
https://seriouscricket.co.uk/teamwear/stores/hurley-cricket-club
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVE – TONY PIGGOTT BENEFIT 

SO YOUNG 
Back Row - Prof, Mikey T, Paul Cave, Front: Veggie, Tony Pigott, Ringo, Grahame 
Clinton(?), Steve Pollitt 


