
Match report: Finchampstead Falcons v Hurley U11s 

Tuesday 20 May 2014 

Hurley 91-5 (20 overs, Calliss 26*) 

Finchampstead 93-4 (19.0 overs) 

Finchampstead won by 6 wickets with 6 balls to spare 

  

The new-look Hurley U11 team began its campaign with the longest away trip of the season 
and came home with a narrow defeat but plenty of reasons to be cheerful.  Despite the 
distance, and the evening traffic – and because of some extraordinary determination by 
some of our parents (thanks Sam!) all but one of the team made it in time for the toss. 
Inconveniently, the one missing was captain Ewan Ballard, but Matthew Williams did all that 
could be asked of a deputy by winning the toss on his behalf and choosing to bat first. 

The skies were delivering rain and threatening more as the openers took the field, and there 
were dark mutterings about ‘the Saturday wicket’. Fortunately, sense prevailed, the rain 
eased and stopped and James Calliss hit the ball all over the park, but especially over and 
behind square leg, where he collected his three boundaries.  Just as his retirement loomed, 
he lost his partner Archie McGuinness to a rather half-hearted attempt to snatch an extra 
single off a wide – what a waste.  ‘Run the first one quickly’ is a message we’ll be repeating 
through the summer. 

Calliss’s retirement saw the innings lose its momentum as first Will Saunders then Ballard 
struggled to find and exploit the gaps in a well-spread field. Both fell to full straight balls – 
Saunders to a yorker, Ballard to a dipping full toss, but that brought together Ben Howell 
and Lachlan Nye, who added a useful 15 for the fourth wicket. They, and Lucy Shedden, all 
departed bowled, so keeping out the straight ball looks like another area for attention on 
Sunday.  Even so, 91 – including 46 extras – looked like a defendable total. 

It soon looked better than that, as Ballard claimed a wicket in the opening over with a 
perfectly-pitched full ball that crashed into middle and off. Finchampstead’s second-wicket 
pair repaired the damage, though, adding 60 in 11 overs and giving their team the 
advantage, but the retirement of one and the dismissal of the other gave Hurley a hope.  
The dismissal was a beautiful piece of opportunism: Williams pitched one just outside leg 
that bounced and turned enough to catch the glove. It flew straight at debutante keeper Ella 
Dyson, who did well to get a glove of her own on it, from which it popped up and was 
snaffled at slip by the alert McGuinness.  Good cricket, and a fine illustration of ‘the next 
one’s coming to you’. 

Tight overs from Shedden, Nye and Ballard, and wickets for Shedden and McGuinness, left 
Finchampstead requiring 16 from the last four, but a couple of ragged overs conceded 
enough extras to take them to within sight of the target, and the end came anticlimactically 
with a no-ball.  Stealing marginal singles was a key element in Finchampstead’s win; seeing 
Hurley’s fielders set a little deep, they pushed, ran and got home – 21 singles to Hurley’s 16 
made the difference, despite a similar boundary count and fewer extras.  This sort of thing 



only comes with playing experience, and we’ll be working hard on the mental side of the 
game in the weeks to come. Six out of nine batsmen out were bowled, so it's 'I want to be 
straight' for the bowlers. 

Keeper Dyson deserves a special mention.  She put on a pair of gloves for the first time two 
days before this match, but looked as if she’d been keeping for years.  She stayed down 
well, rose with the bounce of the ball, moved her feet economically, and stopped pretty well 
everything. Keeping is a demanding job and her commitment to it in her first match with a 
hard ball was hugely impressive.  Well done, Ella! 

Thanks to everyone for all the effort expended in getting the players to the match - I hope 
that's the hardest one out of the way - to Dean for umpiring (and for managing training 
while I was off my feet) and to Brian for scoring.  Really glad you came. 

Hurley: Ballard (c), Calliss, McGuinness, Saunders, Howell, Nye, Shedden, H. Dawkins, 
Williams, Darani, Dyson (w) 

 


