
HURLEY v Dorchester Date: 22nd September 
 
Played at Dorchester on Thames  
 
Innings of Dorchester 
 
T. Kitson  b. Scott Taylor 51 

J. Neil LBW b. Pollitt 0 

A. Redhead  b. Ridgeway 80 

J. Hyde c. M. Walton b. D. Walton 17 

I. Ferris c. M. Walton b. Scott Taylor 0 

S. McComb Not out  53 

J. Stimpson Not out  18 

  Extras 13 

  Total 232 

  For 5 
 

Bowling 
 
 Overs Maidens Runs Wkts. 

M. Cole 5 0 28 0 

D. Pollitt 7 1 22 1 

R. Simon 3 0 32 0 

Scott Taylor 8 0 65 2 

P. Ridgeway 8 3 18 1 

D. Walton 5 0 34 1 

Steve Taylor 5 0 25 0 



Innings of Hurley 
 
P. Ridgeway c. Neil b. Stimpson 39 

P. Hinnell LBW b. Belcher 11 

R. Simon c. Pitson b. Belcher 0 

J. Simon c. Belcher b. Rippington 23 

Steve Taylor Not out  54 

M. Cole  b. Ferris 81 

Scott Taylor Not out  8 

M. Walton )   

D. Pollitt )- dnb   

D. Walton )   

H. Mansell )   

  Extras 19 

  Total 235 

  For 5 
 

Bowling 
 
 Overs Maidens Runs Wkts. 

J. Stimpson 8 0 48 1 

L. Belcher 8 1 21 2 

D. Rippington 6 0 41 1 

K. Pitson 5 0 37 0 

J. Neil 5 0 36 0 

I. Ferris 4.4 0 44 1 

 

Result:  Hurley won by 5wickets. 
 
A match winning performance by Mike Cole helped Hurley to victory in an exciting 
match at Dorchester. Hurley fielding a side with only one player under the age of 
forty made the long trip into the Oxfordshire countryside to find a rather green and 
slightly damp wicket and were relieved when the home side opted to bat first. Dave 
Pollitt (1-22) made an early breakthrough when his third delivery thudded into Neil’s 
pad in front of middle stump, this was to be the only decision Hurley got in their 
favour all afternoon. After the early set back, Tim Kitson (51) and Adie Redhead (80) 
set about rebuilding the innings. Redhead played the more aggressive role being 
particularly harsh on a few short and wide deliveries from Cole. Hurley didn’t help 
themselves, dropping Kitson on at least three occasions while Neil survived a few 
confident appeals. With Cole unable to find a consistent line and length, he was 
replaced by Bert Simon, who fared no better, conceding thirty-two runs from three 
overs before being replaced by the ever reliable left arm spin of Phil Ridgeway. 132 
runs were added for the second wicket in twenty overs before a quicker ball from 
Ridgeway got through Neil to take the middle stump. Scott Taylor suffered from 
some of the poor fielding efforts, conceding thirty runs from his first three overs but 
came back well to bowl Kitson and then have Ferris caught behind, skying a full toss 
off the next delivery. With Taylor on a hat-trick, Steve McComb strode to the wicket 



armed with a ‘Mongoose’ and proceeded to pull his first delivery to mid-wicket for a 
boundary. McComb (53*) then went on to show his full array of leg side shots, 
despite the three men posted on the boundary between mid-wicket and square-leg. 
John Hyde started his innings in very circumspect fashion, hardly playing a shot in 
anger against the bowling of Ridgeway, whose final five overs only conceded two 
runs. Ferris eventually fell to Dave Walton, attempting to pull a full toss but top 
edging it to the keeper. Jack Stimpson (18*) provided good support to McComb 
enabling the hosts to declare on 232 for 5, setting Hurley a stiff target. 
 
Pat Hinnell and Phil Ridgeway got the Hurley reply off to a solid start with a 
partnership of forty-six in ten overs. Hinnell was the first to depart, trapped leg 
before on eleven by a shooter from Lawrence Belcher. Robert Simon only lasted one 
delivery, pushing tamely to the waiting hands of Pitson at mid-wicket.  Ridgeway 
showed some of the form that has made him the most prolific batsman in Hurley 
history, with a couple of straight sixes before holing out to Neil on the long-off 
boundary off Stimpson. At the start of the last hour, with Jo Simon and Steve Taylor 
at the wicket 157 runs were still required. When Simon fell for 23 the target was 135 
from sixteen overs so Cole was promoted to try and make inroads into the large 
total. Cole wasted no time, after almost falling to his first ball from Pitson, he 
launched a blistering attack with eleven boundaries and three sixes on his way to 81 
from 46 deliveries as he and Taylor added 120 for the fifth wicket. With seven overs 
remaining Hurley still required fifty-one runs for victory, but with Cole in full flow 
and Taylor providing good support, there was a growing feeling that it might be 
achievable. Taylor reached a well deserved half century and by the time Cole fell 
with fifteen balls remaining the required rate was down to a run a ball.  Scott Taylor 
(8*) was sent out to join his Dad and finish the job. With ten runs scored from the 
penultimate over there were only two more required from the final over, to bowled 
by Ferris. Victory now looked assured, but three dot balls from Ferris as the elder 
Taylor failed to connect suddenly had the Hurley hearts a fluttering, but Taylor 
stayed calm, hitting a cover drive to the boundary to give Hurley a hard fought 
victory with two balls to spare. 

 


