
Finchampstead    272-4 
Hurley                  193-9 
Finchampstead won by 79 runs 
  
"Good things come to those who wait" said Abraham Lincoln - or was it Guinness, or Jason 
and the Scorchers? Whichever, yesterday saw the long-awaited (four years, to be exact) 
release of a new album from the Duckworth Lewis Method: songs about cricket that sound 
like ELO and the Rolling Stones - what more could I ask for? 
  
Well, it turns out better things come to those who practise and work hard: last night at 
Finchampstead, Hurley U9s turned in their best bowling and fielding performance of the 
season so far. That they eventually fell short of a target that had looked gettable at the 
interval was simply a reflection on the very high quality of the bowling they faced, which 
gave away little and achieved alarming bounce at times, making scoring very difficult. The 
wickets tally tells the story, but we tried hard and showed more aggressive intent with the 
bat, which was good to see.  
  
So Finchampstead deserved their win, but we didn't make it easy for them.  Hannah won 
the toss, put Finch in and she, Luca and Ella all made tidy contributions with the ball, Anna's 
debut spell was excellent and with a useful turn of pace, and Alex evidently has a bowler's 
taste for wickets - after his first one last week he snaffled three, including two with 
successive balls. 
  
Another encouraging sign was our commitment in the field, with Pranav - also making his 
first appearance - getting down well with both hands to keep a hard-hit pull from reaching 
the boundary and Luca drawing applause from the home supporters with several athletic 
stops and two direct hits. We're even getting there with catches, anticipating well and 
getting in position; just need to relax those hands a little now so the ball sticks and doesn't 
bounce off.  It's all progress, and it's really good to see. Well done, everyone. 
  
Thanks to all the parents who made up for my slack organizing to get together and manage 
transport, so everyone was there on time; to Neil for not complaining when bounced into 
scoring, to Graham for umpiring and to Finchampstead for a warm welcome and a good 
game.   
 
Clive Williams. 
 


