
Cookham U15s 109-6 lost to Hurley U15s 110-3 by 7 wickets 
 
As is becoming the norm, Hurley made their annual trip to Lords (well, Falkland CC although 
the distance from Hurley is about the same) and again proved themselves as a team for the 
big occasion, with a commanding victory in the Berkshire U15s Division 2 final against local 
rivals Cookham Dean. 
Following a deluge of rain the previous day, a delayed start was called for and the recipe for 
much of Hurley's success, inserting the opposition and chasing the total was again enforced 
having won the toss. 
 
The talismanic Dawkins made the early breakthrough, with an exceptional caught and 
bowled in the first over. Cookham's attempts at rebuilding soon floundered, Dawkins 
making further inroads, Hill with an outstanding catch low down in the slips. Cookham's 
aggressive intent backfired further, Jones chipping into the grateful arms of Bussell in the 
covers off Dawkins with the score on 22. 
 
 
If Carlsberg made cricket matches easier, this would be it. Hurley continued to press home 
their advantage, the destructive Graham ripping the heart out of the middle order, as well 
as the stumps out of the ground in two successive balls to put Hurley firmly in the box seat. 
 
Despite a lean season, Captain Hill marshalled the team superbly, with effective field 
placings and a frugal bowling spell (4-0-9-1) including the wicket of Lemon, handily snaffled 
by Dawkins in the slips.  Alex Norris exemplified the team spirit with his enthusiastic efforts 
in the field whilst his father caught up on some late season sun, on a bench far, far away. 
 
At 42-6 Cookham were staring down the barrel. A fine, educated knock from Toby Hill (40) 
ensured overs were utilised and runs accumulated.  
 
However, once again Cooper (2-0-11-1) made a key breakthrough, with a caught and 
bowled in his bucket-like hands, and Bussell (3-0-15-1) deceived Salter in the air, before 
Graham (4-0-28-3) returned to bowl Hill will the final ball of the innings with the score on 
109 and a feeling of job well done for Hurley. 
 
In response, Hurley got off to a poor start, with the pacy Sherriff (4-0-11-1) proving too 
quick for Graham with the score on 0. With their tails up, Cookham attempted to exert 
some pressure, and the Hurley pair of Dawkins and Hill rode their luck at times, with the 
occasional nervy run. 
 
Having become accustomed to the conditions, both Dawkins and Hill began to dominate the 
bowlers, utilising the wide open spaces at Falkland CC. Building on an outstanding season, 
Dawkins 32 ball 38 included 6 x 4s and slowly dispirited a talented Cookham outfit. Hill, 
dealing mainly in fours caressed the ball beautifully through the covers - like laying some 
beautifully ironed bed sheets, as Hurley eased through the gears.  
 
With the end in sight Dawkins fell attempting to clear the clubhouse. It could have led to a 
nervy finish, but Green (11) kept the momentum going with a run a ball innings, Hill pressed 



the accelerator like Lewis Hamilton and as Hurley secured victory, albeit tamely with a wide, 
it put the cherry on top of an exceptional season. 
 
The U15s shield and pennant is sitting proudly in Hurley CC, having been returned to the 
club after being found at Falkland CC after someone left them on the roof of his car in all the 
excitement! 
 

 
 
 


