
HURLEY 1XI v Denham – 12th May 2012 

HURLEY 
P Ridgeway c Shokat b Mahood 27 

D Simoes lbw Shepherd 0 

D Nye b Shepherd  84 

V Sharma b Mahmood 17 1x6 

S Taylor c Nicholas b Mahmood 9 

T Balchin st Richards b Selvamani 16 

R Brown b Shepherd 0 

N Akhtar Not Out 20 

C Louw c Nicholas b Shepherd 20 1x6 

P Todd Not out 2 

M Cole  

 Extras 12 

 Total 207-8 

 

DENHAM 
W Malik b Ridgeway 21 

J Nicholas c Simoes b Akhtar 15 

D Maynard c Sharma b Brown 19 

B Rai b Louw 6 

M Wasim lbw Ridgeway 6 

I Shokhat Not Out 33 

F Mahmood c Simoes b Louw 7 

V Lakhtaria c Simoes b Louw 0 

P Richards lbw Akhtar 2 

M Shepherd b Akhtar 4 

S Selvamani Not Out 0  

 Extras 7 

 Total 120-9 

 

C Louw 14-2-37-3 R Brown 10-3-22-1 

N Akhtar 11-5-17-3 P Ridgeway 6-2-10-2 

M Cole  5-1-13-0 S Taylor  2-0-18-0 

 

Hurley emerged blinking into the sunlight for the first time this Chilterns League season for a frustrating 

draw at home to Denham on Saturday. The draught continues as Hurley were unable to force a win 

reducing the visitors to 120-9, hardly a nod in the direction of Hurley’s 207-8 from 52 overs. 

 

A superb effort by Jeff Dawson to get a pitch ready for Saturday saw Hurley lose the toss and the 

visitors had little hesitation inviting them to bat first on a surprisingly firm wicket despite the recent 

biblical weather. Dave Simoes (0) fell early trapped lbw by Shepherd (4-42) allowing skipper Dean Nye 

(84) and Phil Ridgeway (27) to add 67 in 14 overs before Ridgeway pushed forward and was plucked 

at slip. Varun Sharma (17) slapped a brief cameo before falling to Faisal Mahmood (3-28) but it was 

the steady hand of Nye who guided Hurley to a dominant 164-4 in 30 overs and poised for a 

combative score. But an awkward pull accounted for the genial Aussie and with Ross Brown 

disappearing first ball and Trevor Balchin (16) comically stumped without the score advancing in 2 

disastrous overs, Hurley slumped to 164-7. So often, Hurley’s ‘go to’ man has been Naeem Akhtar, and 

his quick fire 20 with Clemons Louw (20) add a useful 35 in 7 overs to push Hurley to a challenging 207-

8 in 52 overs at tea.  

 

Another superb tea with doughnuts for Simoes and Brown preceded a tortuous second innings. Malik 

(21) and James Nicholas (15) seemed positive early until Nicholas edged to locum keeper Simoes off 

Akhtar (3-17) in the 8th over with the score on 26. Denham then decided to park the bus as Malik 

retreated to pad back 31 balls and Maynard seemed similarly unambitious in the face of some lively 

pace from Louw (3-37). Denham added 25 in 15 overs before Ross Brown (1-22) ended the torture 

when Maynard ventured a rare attacking shot to slap the ball high into the covers where Sharma took 

an excellent steepling catch. Drinks brought another breakthrough as Ridgeway (2-10) ended the 



misery of Malik and Denham slipped to 59-3. The visitors looked as nervous as a News Corp executive 

at the Leverson Inquiry and under a thorough examination from the Hurley bowlers capitulated to 86-7 

in 38 overs. Only Shokat (33not) looked convincing with a well rehearsed reply. Once again, Hurley’s 

hero, Akhtar produced an over to account for Richards and Shepherd opening the hutch for a 

chance of victory. Denham were reduced to 119-9 with 2 overs to survive. They did so to escape with 

a draw back down the M40, but Hurley will rue a lost opportunity and 14 valuable points.  

  

MotM : Dean Nye 

 


